The
Jaguar
Tales

February 28, 2014
http://www.mccsc.edu/Domain/10
phone: 330-7756
fax: 349-4798
2211 S. High St.
Bloomington, IN 47401

March 3—14

ISTEP testing

Grades 3 - 6

March 11—13

IREAD3 testing

Grade 3

March 17—21

SPRING BREAK

March 31—April 2

Bradford Woods

Grade 5

March 31—April 18

NWEA testing

Grades 2—6

Thursday, March 27

IU MAC

Grade 3 and Ms. May’s 3rd graders

SAVE THESE IMPORTANT DATES! Times will follow.
April 23 - 5th Grade Music Program

May 15 - Dowling/Marshall Recorder Program

April 24 - 6th Grade Music Program

May 21 - Kindergarten Celebration

May 13 - Jolivette/May Recorder Program

May 22 - 6th Grade Culmination

May 14 - Miller Recorder Program

May 23, 10:30 – First Grade “Bugz” Program/Picnic

Kroger Gift Cards—the easiest way to earn money for Childs
Do you shop at Kroger? If so, join the easiest way to support Childs by purchasing a $5 reloadable Kroger gift
card, load it with any dollar amount you want, and then shop at Kroger.
Purchase these special reloadable gift cards in the front office at Childs. Cards cost $5 and come loaded with a
$5 value so they are basically FREE! Please bring correct change or a check for the card.
Before you shop at Kroger, take your gift card to the front service desk, check-out lane, or gas station window to easily load with any dollar amount you choose. Use, reload, repeat . . . Childs will receive 3% of your
purchase. A family spending $100 a week will earn $150 a year for Childs!
The gift card can be used for ANY Kroger purchase: food, pharmacy, gas – use it to purchase other gift cards
that Kroger sells (e.g., iTunes, restaurants, Best Buy, Barnes & Noble, Lowe’s, Amazon, etc.). The card can be
used at any Kroger nationwide – so order more for friends and family. It’s a great way for grandparents to
help. Plus you can earn Kroger Plus Card points for discounts on gas purchases etc. By simply using your gift
card to buy groceries, gas, and gift cards, Childs earns money to support your children’s education!
Email Jennifer Morgan at jlbryan@indiana.edu or Angie Lindauer at lindauer72101@gmail.com with any questions.

City of Bloomington, Human Rights Commission Annual Essay/Art Contest Winners!
The Bloomington Human Rights Commission’s Annual Essay/Art Contest topic this year was: “Choose Civility:
The Best Examples I’ve Seen of People Being Considerate to Others”. First, Second and Third prizes were awarded to two age groups: 1st through 4th grades and 5th through 8th grades. The Childs student winners are:
Austin Spier—First place in the lower elementary art division
Alex Herron—Third place in the lower elementary art division
Brooke Liao—Second place in the lower elementary essay contest
Mrs. Schlegel’s and Mrs. Smith/Mrs. Osgood's class won collectively for submitting
a scrapbook of essays and art together! They won First Place in the upper elementary art division.
Please continue to collect the Box Tops from the many items that your family purchases
each week. We will gladly accept the Box Tops in the appropriately market container
next to the front entrance to the school.
Another way to earn Box Top cash for Childs is to sign up for the e-Box Tops at http://
www.rewardyourschool.com/Sites/General_Mills_Box_Tops/Page/HomePage. All you must do is register your Shoppers
Card with the site, pick your school and earn rewards each time you use your Shoppers Card. For example, register
your Kroger Plus Savings Card and each time you purchase a participating product, Childs earns the Box Top points immediately. Continue to clip and save the Box Tops off the product packaging for additional earnings for Childs.

From the Principal:
International Baccalaureate Program
We are in the beginning stages of exploring the I.B. program as a means to help guide our curriculum and instructional practices. The balanced approach will offer a broad range of content that spans across the curriculum. We have taken two site visits to I.B. schools in the Indianapolis area (Crooked Creek Elementary, and The
Center for Inquiry). From our visits, and the literature available on the I.B. program, the benefits to our students
would be:






Inquiry Methodology
Focusing on the Whole Child, and building 21st Century Skills
Building empathy into everyday practice…exposing our students to the world outside their neighborhood.
Teaching and learning in the IB model is composed of Inquiry (asking), Action (doing), and Reflection
(thinking). This cycle will happen throughout the year with curriculum and behavior.
World Language Component

We are excited about this program, and as we acquire more information, we will eventually have parent
meetings and community conversations regarding the impact of this program on our school community.
As always, thanks for all you do to support your child and Childs Elementary School.
Chris Finley

From the library corner…
World Read Aloud Day is March 5, 2014
“By raising our voices together on this day we show the world’s children that we
support their future: that they have the right to read, to write, and to share their
words to change the world.”

http://litworld.org/worldreadaloudday
LitWorld is celebrating their fifth annual World Read Aloud Day and
Childs is participating! This is a day to celebrate the power of words and to show our
students the importance of literacy. This is a day for our community to show the world that reading and
writing belongs to all of us.
When we read aloud to our student and children we are wonderful role models and create a community
around text. It gives us many opportunities to highlight great writing and model reading strategies.
Donalyn Miller, author of The Book Whisperer, says it best:
Reading aloud
1. builds community.
2. exposes children to books, authors, or genres they might not discover on their own.
3. supports developing readers.
4. reminds children why they love reading.
Read alouds are perfect opportunities to expose children to genres they often avoid like poetry, biographies and
nonfiction, too.
Read aloud with your child on Wednesday, March 5, and celebrate literacy. Show the world that reading and
writing belongs to all of us.
Just for Fun Book Club
This is a book club for 5th grade students and we meet during their lunch time. I book talked 4 different
books but Unwanteds, by Lisa McMann, won by a landslide. I look forward to our first meeting this Friday
and blogging with these students.

From the Health Office…

LOST & FOUND items will be displayed on
tables by the front office March 10-14.
Come take a look before items are donated!

We will be going outdoors for recess this
spring when possible. Many students have
accidents outdoors and come into the building wet and muddy. Please send an extra
outfit, socks, and shoes in your child's backpack so they can change if they have an accident. This will decrease class time missed
and eliminate a call to parents to bring clean
clothes to school.

THE LITERACY
Kris Stewart, Literacy Coach

C AFE

What is reading but a silent
conversation?

kstewart@mccsc.edu

Walter Savage Landor

MAKING MEANING
When I was younger, we had an
understanding within our family that we could
read anything that we wanted, but that mom
and/or dad would read the book as well so
we would talk about it together. Although my
mom would say that some of the books were
enough to “curl her hair,” my parents were
sending a powerful message about the value
of understanding the text. We had many rich
conversations around the books that we read
together.
Children can appear to be reading because
they are experts at decoding the words, but
we find that they don’t really understand
what the words and sentences mean. Susan
Zimmerman says, “Real comprehension has to
do with thinking, learning and expanding a
reader’s knowledge and horizons. It has to do
with building on past knowledge, mastering
new information, connecting with the minds
of those you’ve never met. “
How do we help children read with meaning?
In her book “Seven Keys to Comprehension,”
Susan Zimmerman and Chryse Hutchins
discuss seven strategies that help students to
unlock the meaning of the text.

The Seven Keys to Comprehension
1.

We create mental images:
What did you see, feel, hear, taste, and
touch when you read the words?

2.

We use background knowledge
(schema):
Does this remind you of anything you have
done or read before?

3.

We ask questions:
“I wonder…”
“Why?”
“What does this mean?”

4.

We make inferences:
“I predict...”
“I think that…”
“My guess is…”
“My conclusion here is…”

5.

We determine the most
important ideas or themes:
In a few words, what is this text about?’
What is the most important idea?”
What is the theme?”

6.

We synthesize information:
As you read, stop now and then to
consider what you are thinking about the
text. “I am thinking…” Now I am
thinking…”

7.

We use “fix-up” strategies:
We stop to think about whether what we
are reading makes sense or if we are
having trouble understanding specific
words, phrases or longer passages. We use
a range of strategies such as skipping
ahead, rereading and asking questions.

It is important to remember that we don’t want to
interrupt our reading too much. It should be a natural
conversation about the text. This can be modeled when
you are reading to your child or when your child reads to
you. We also want to be sure to have the child provide
evidence from the text to support his/her thoughts or
answers.

