Childs Elementary School
2211 S. High Street, Bloomington, IN 47401 (812) 330-7756
Principal Chris Finley
www.mccsc.edu/childs

Important Dates
August 26

Open House (virtual)

September 6

Labor Day (No School)

September 17

Picture Day

September 21

5th Grade Brad ford Woods Field Trip

September 30

2nd Grade Honey Creek Field Trip (Sipes)

Reminders:
* Please remember to call the front office, before
10am, if your child will be absent for any reason.
* Please remember to call the front office by 2:00pm if you
have dismissal changes.

It has been great to see all of our students and families back with us in person to start the 2021-22 school year. This will
continue to be a challenging time for all of us, and I appreciate the caring community that has been created for our students.
Judging by the smiles on their faces, they are happy to be back in school and with their peers again. We are off to a great start!
We will continue to update everyone on any changing protocols and procedures due to the ever-evolving pandemic, and please
know that the safety and well-being of our students is our top priority. I want to express my deep gratitude for all of the hard
work and effort you have put into your children over the last year. Our teachers and families worked together as a community
to ensure the learning loss associated with this challenging time was kept at a minimum. The care our students received and
the education that continued to happen during a very dark time was second to none.

During a year of disrupted learning, the Indiana Department of Education made the decision to continue the state-mandated
ILEARN assessment for our 3rd-6th grade students. The passing rates and school comparisons were recently released by the
Indianapolis Star. Childs Elementary had the highest public school passing rate in English/Language Arts in the State of Indiana
during the 2020-21 school year. When Mathematic and Language Arts were combined, Childs was in the top 4 schools. This
was a community effort and I’m proud of the learning that continued to take place throughout a year of online and in-person
instruction. I would never compare Childs Elementary to any schools within the MCCSC, but when compared to like schools
across the state, our school community rose to the top. I think it continues to happen for a variety of reasons, but I know that
our students are fortunate to have your support and we appreciate all that you do to make this such a special place.

We know that students learn and grow at a high rate when they are in a comfortable learning environment. We will continue
to do our best to create this type of environment at Childs, and part of that is making sure the family/school connection is
strong. Unfortunately, due to rising Covid numbers in the surrounding community, our upcoming Open House will have to be
changed to a virtual format. We love to welcome our families into our building and it’s always a great time for our students to
share their classroom communities with their families. First and foremost, our goal is to keep in-person learning going for the
entire school year, so I don’t think the benefit of welcoming thousands of visitors into our building for a brief visit is worth the
potential wide-scale spread of Covid and the potential closing of classrooms. As soon as it is safe to do so, I look forward to
welcoming all of our families back into our school again. We will continue to have volunteers helping in the building, but a large
scale event doesn’t make sense at this time. We will send information about the virtual Open House soon.

We are excited to keep the learning going for our students and we are looking forward to a
successful 2021-22 school year.

Hi Jaguar Family!
My name is Mikala Casey and I am the new Childs Elementary Social Worker! I am so excited to
be a part of the MCCSC family, but also the Child’s family! I am a recent graduate of IUPI, and this
is my first job as I have spent the last ten years being a stay at home mom. Four years ago, I took
a jump back into school and received my bachelor’s degree in Social Work at IU (2020) and my
master’s in School Social Work at IUPUI (2021).
I have three kids in the school district and a husband who works locally as well! As a family, we
have been in Bloomington almost five years and enjoy participating in many local activities and
visiting our area parks. We spent the pandemic getting a puppy, starting a sourdough starter (still
going strong after 17 months!), and enjoying the lakes.
I look forward to starting Lunch Bunch groups, creating safety lessons to share with each
classroom, and maintaining a safe place for the students to share their feelings as needed. I may
not have a dog walking the halls with me (Sorry, no Kylie) but I do have the excitement of a
bright-eyed, new graduate who has big plans for our school! I look forward to getting to know our
students and their families. Please feel free to reach out and introduce yourself. ☺
Here’s to a great year!
Mikala Casey
mcasey@mccsc.edu
(812) 330-7756
Ext. #51614

Greetings, from the Library...
Dear Families and Caregivers,
It has been a delight to meet your children and learn more about their passion for reading. In my
nearly twenty years as a librarian, I have not seen a more engaged community of young readers. It
is such a joy to serve your children as our school's librarian, especially after the amazing tenure of
librarian Ms. Judy Williams.
We still have a number of library volunteer openings, including morning, lunch hour, and
afternoon slots. If you haven't been in touch about your interest, we hope to hear from you!
Even a couple times a month makes a real difference.
In the coming weeks, we will be launching Indiana's recreational reading program in our library,
the Young Hoosier Book Challenge. If you haven't seen the great books on the reading list for this
year, you can find them here: https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.ilfonline.org/resource/resmgr/
yhba/21-22/yhba_21-22_list_111920.pdf
I look forward to partnering with you this school year! Be in touch, as
you are able.
Julie Marie Frye, Ph.D.
jufrye@mccsc.edu
School Librarian

In addition to Dr. Frye and Mrs. Casey, we have several new faces in the
building this year. Please welcome...

Teachers:
Christina Ison (2nd)
Josi Link (3rd)
Katy Sparks (6th)
Bruce Thomas (2nd)
Katy Warzyniak (6th)

Office:
Valerie Kerschbaum (Administrative Assistant)

Health Office:
Beverly Robling (Health Aide)

Ms. Williams with her new puppy, Dickens.

Dear Childs families,
I didn’t get a chance to say goodbye last school year
because I didn’t decide to retire until school was

already out for the summer. I need an opportunity to
say how much you all mean to me and this seems to
be a good place in which to do it.
I miss so much about Childs School. I miss hearing
about what you read over the summer and I miss helping you find that next book you will devour. I
miss listening to your wonderful stories and questions. I miss sharing new books that our beloved
authors have published. I miss seeing your faces! I miss so much about each and every one of you!

In the 26 years I have been at Childs we have met dozens and dozens of authors or illustrators
either in person or via skype. We have celebrated so many literacy events over the years such as
International Dot Day, Poem in Your Pocket Day, Read Aloud Day, our own Caldecott “What
Awards”, and so many more. We read so many picture books or chapter books and laughed or
thought deeply about the stories together. With many of you I have had the opportunity to work
with you in a book club and share an entire chapter book. Sharing books creates a community and
we all are a great community. We share our love for all books!!
Thank you for growing with me through literature and allowing me to grow along with you.
I will be outside on the playground during lunch recess to say goodbye to you in person next week
on Tuesday, August 24. Your teacher will remind you that day.
Love, Ms. Williams

It’s not goodbye, but see you later!

The Coach’s Corner
Nurturing Reading at Home
Read to Self
The best way to become a better reader is by practicing each day with “good fit” books chosen by your child. We use the “I Pick”
acronym to help children choose good fit books.
I look at a book
Purpose: What’s my purpose for choosing this book?
Interest: Does this book interest me?
Comprehend: Can I understand what I am reading?
Know all the words: Do I know most of the words?

Read to Someone
Reading to someone allows for more time to practice strategies, build fluency, check for understanding and hear their own voice.
Repeated reading is important: Encourage your child to re-read favorite songs, poems, and books. This helps develop accuracy, fluency and
expression.
Talk about what was read: Encourage your child to ask questions before, during and after reading, retell the story, make predictions, make
connections, draw conclusions and create interpretations that deepen their understanding of the text.

Listen to Reading
Hearing good examples of literature and fluent reading expands your child’s vocabulary, builds stamina, and exposes children to books,
authors and other genres that they might not tend to pick up on their own. It is important to continue reading to your child long after
he or she has learned to read.
As you read, model good reading: read with expression, talk about new and interesting words, pause and talk about what is happening in
the story, dig deeper into the story by making connections and predictions, talk about the main idea or theme, make inferences about
what is happening in the story.

Word Work
Play with words; learn how they are alike and how they are different. Have fun!
Pick a word from a story, song or poem. Have your child sound out the word as you change it from sat to mat to bat; from bat to bag and
from bag to big. Look for words that rhyme with differing spelling patterns…air/bear, had/plaid, prey/away. Look for prefixes and suffixes
that give clues to the meaning of words.
Sing silly songs, read rhyming books, nursery rhymes and recite fun tongue twisters which will help your child enjoy the sounds in words.
Kris Stewart

Instructional Coach, kstewart@mccsc.edu

International Baccalaureate PYP Program

Childs Elementary is a fully authorized International Baccalaureate World School offering the
PYP (Primary Years Program). The PYP is an inquiry-based educational framework that seeks to
develop the whole child in that it recognizes the importance of the academic, social, emotional,
cultural and physical development of children from ages 3-12. The curriculum sets high standards
and has high expectations of students. While the learning of information is still a major part of the
PYP program, an emphasis is placed on the process of learning and students’ awareness and
understanding of how to learn. As they develop into lifelong learners, students realize that learning
is about being curious, asking questions and finding answers that lead to further questions.
The framework contains five essential elements: concepts, knowledge, skills, attitudes and
action. These elements are developed through six themes that are applied across all subjects.
The themes are Who we are, Where we are in place and time, How we express ourselves, How the
world works, How we organize ourselves, and How we share the planet. We explore local and global
perspectives within these units of study. The IB standards are aligned with best practice in education
and are supported by effective teaching practices. PYP teachers collaborate in the planning of units
of inquiry both as grade level teams and as a whole faculty.
The IB maintains a learner profile of specific skills that schools must develop which have a
positive impact on school culture. According to the International Baccalaureate Organization, the
goal is to “develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and
shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.” Developing
lifelong learners who are positive contributors to society is something many schools strive to
achieve. Each month we will focus on a different attribute of the Learner Profile.
During the month of August, our focus will be on the Learner Profile attribute of CARING. Caring is
showing empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we act to
make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.
How can you help at home?
1. Role model the caring behavior you would like to see in your child. Children have big eyes and
ears and notice everything we do. Using kind words, helping people, seeing other perspectives and
being an active listener all show your child that you care about people and the world around you.
Even a simple thing, like holding a door for someone, shows your child that you are aware of others
around you and want to help them.
2. Think about how your family can get involved with community organizations.
3. Reduce, Reuse & Recycle. By developing children who care about the environment, you are
helping the future of the globe.
4. After reading a book, watching a movie/ television show spend some time considering how the
people acted. Was someone caring? How did they demonstrate caring? Some books to consider:
The Giving Tree, Shel Silverstein
Each Kindness, Jacqueline Woodson
One Smile, Cindy McKinley

