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Upcoming Events:

November 28: Skate Night

December 12: PTO Meeting

December 19: Skate Night

Pajama Skate 
Night!

Western Skateland
930 W. 17th St.

Tuesday, November 28

6:30-8:30

$5/skater

Words from UES Principal, Dr. Morgan

Monday, November 13 we honored our veterans and 
those men and women currently serving our country. We 
appreciate Miss Bowen, UES Music Teacher.  She made 
this special program possible.

I spoke to our students and shared the profound words 
of Benjamin Franklin, “There is no such thing as a good 
war or a bad peace.”  It is often difficult for kids to 
understand why our country goes to war when we teach 
them to strive for peace.  I emphasized to students that 
our veterans and active military fought for our freedoms.  
It is this freedom that enables us to create peace in our 
community every day.

We create peace when we celebrate our diversity, yet 
find ways to unite.  We create peace when we talk 
through problems and demonstrate empathy and 
compassion for others.  We can honor veterans and 
active servicemen and women by using our freedom to 
create peace.  Creating peace can begin with us at 
University Elementary.

Pajamas +     Monthly Skate   =

Happy Thanksgiving! No 
School November 20-24. 
Enjoy your family time!

Keep connected! Check out the PTO website at www.uespto.org or follow the 
PTO on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/419422001593651/.

Follow University on Twitter @UniversityElem. 

We met our Fall Campaign goal this 
year, earning $15,117 to support our 

school! Thank you for all your 
contributions and to our amazing 
campaign chair, Emily Reynolds!

http://www.uespto.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/419422001593651/


Notes from the Lunch Ladies
A few reminders:

COST:  LUNCH - $2.75   Breakfast - $1.60 
Families can sign up thru My Payments Plus, accessible thru the Districts website on the Food 
Service Tab. This will help keep track of amounts in students accounts and to set up text or email 
alerts when you student is getting low on funds. 

We accept cash or personal checks in the school kitchen. Students can turn payments into their 
classrooms in the mornings, and then all payments come to the kitchen.

School menus are posted on the District Website. We have a vegetarian option each day. 

We serve ala carte items after the main lines have been served. Students must have extra funds in 
their accounts for this.  Ala carte items cannot be charged.

Please remind your student that they need to wait at the computer for all items to be put in before 
leaving the cafeteria line.

UES DOES NOT serve PORK or products with pork in them.  All products are beef or turkey based. 
If your child has allergies documented by a physician please make sure that our health aid is aware 
of those.

Breakfast is NOT served on days there is a 2 hr. delay

If you have concerns or questions, please feel free to contact us.
Martha Galyan, Kitchen Manager or Stephanie Jachim, Assistant Manager

Cafeteria Updates

A Message From Mrs. Esarey, Assistant Principal

We have a great opportunity at University to recycle. Recycling is changing district wide, and now is 
University's turn to expand.  Mr. Walendzak, Energy and Environmental Specialist at MCCSC, came 
into every classroom on Friday, Sept. 15 to briefly tell students how we will be recycling in the 
cafeteria at University. He showed students exactly what can be recycled from the lunchroom, 
including sample items from the cafeteria and from student lunch boxes. 

Mr. Meadows, head custodian, made us a table and painted it University Red! It has 3 holes. One 
hole to dump undrunk milk into, one hole for recycled items, including milk cartons, water bottles, 
and paper holders for some foods, and the final hole will be for everything else. Then there is a 
silverware dish, and last students put their tray in the kitchen window.  We are starting with 1 station, 
but in the future we hope to have 2 stations to speed things up.

We started our recycling on Monday, September 18! The kids are doing a fantastic job helping with 
this important project.!  

Thank you University Students.  �



Dash King, Zayd Farzad, Witus Sicinski, and Gael 
Medina stand by their bake sale table. The boys 

donated over $300 to Hurricane Relief.

Other bake sales supported Community Kitchen, 
Hoosier Hills Food Bank, the Youth Shelter, the 

Animal Shelter, Wolf Park, and the World Wildlife 
Foundation.

UES Gives Back
5th Grade IB Unit

Sharing the Planet: 
Choose Your Own Adventure

The central idea of this unit is that everyone can 
make a difference, even kids.  During the unit, we 
read books about people who have made a 
difference, from scientists and inventors around 
the world, to Alex of Lemonade Stand fame.  We 
invited local community innovators to speak to the 
classes, including UES parent Ashley Inselman 
who works for World Vision, who spoke to us 
about disaster teams and founder of Lucky Guy 
Bakery, local entrepreneur Joni McGary, who 
spoke about how small businesses affect the 
economy of a community. 

As a finale to the unit, fifth grade students 
participated in social action projects to give back 
to our community. Projects included fundraising, 
raising awareness, and discussing and teaching 
younger students about issues of natural disaster 
and homelessness. Bake sales were a popular 
project. One student sang at the Farmers’ Market 
to raise money for cancer. Some students were so 
excited about the differences they made, they 
decided to continue their projects and are still 
raising funds for different causes.

-Mrs. Kinkead, 5th Grade Teacher

New in 2017-The Needs Committee

In the fall of 2016 the PTO invited our school social worker, Georgia Koushiafas, to give a 
presentation on the social needs of children.  In her conversation about the various aspects of her 
job, it became apparent that some students have simple economic needs that were not being met 
effectively.  A number of staff members, including Mrs. Koushiafas, had been using their own money 
to alleviate these issues.  At a subsequent meeting the PTO decided that some funds should be set 
aside and a committee formed to decide the best ways to use these funds at the school.

This semester the committee met and decided that as this is the first year distributing this money, we 
should remain conservative in spending and are planning to mostly use the funds to fill in where 
other funds for food and clothing fall short.  Next year we hope to have a better idea of budgeting 
based on issues that come up.

Last year our school was added to the Backpack Buddies program through the Community Kitchen. 
This helped tremendously with food needs this year.  Partly as a thank you, the Needs Committee 
decided to arrange a food drive to help the program.  We hope this collection of food from the UES 
community can help to alleviate hunger in both our own school and in the greater community.

-Maggie Sher, Needs Committee Co-Chair



Boxtops 4 Education
Collect Boxtops for University! 
Download a collection sheet to 
make collecting and counting 
fun! You can find a variety of 

styles at 
www.boxtops4education.com/

about/collection-sheets

Earn Money for Our School
Kroger Community 

Rewards
Have you registered your Kroger card 

with their Community Rewards 
program? Our last check was over 

$1100! Sign up today and a percentage 
of your purchases will go to the 

University Elementary PTO. Learn more 
at www.krogercommunityrewards.com

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
AT UNIVERSITY SCHOOL

Students are immersed in our IB curriculum 
framework at all grade levels, and are making 
important connections across subject areas. 
Student learning is also focused on connections 
to real life experiences, problem solving, and 
initiating meaningful action. 

New teachers have attended two days of 
training in PYP (Primary Years Program) theory 
and methods. Grade level teams continue to 
collaborate and collectively plan units of inquiry.

Our school’s response to IB recommendations 
has been submitted and we  await feedback for 
authorization.  Thank you to teachers and 
leaders serving on our IB Leadership 
Committee. Thank you to the entire faculty and 
staff for demonstrating continued commitment to 
our IB vision and mission. 

UES Fall 2017 Food Drive to 
support Community Kitchen Backpack 

Buddies
Every week food is delivered to UES for students 
who need additional food for the weekend. A 
paper bag was sent home with students last 
week for you to fill with non-perishable food for 
the program. Bring it to school this week to help 
your fellow students. The program needs:

- Tuna or chicken - Peanut Butter
- Meal Helpers - Macaroni & Cheese
- Rice & Pasta Meals - Instant Potatoes
- Easy to prepare meals - Fruit cups
- Instant Oatmeal - Boxes of Cereal
- Granola/Fruit/Cereal Bars

* Higher demand items in bold!

If you think you, or a student you 
know, might benefit from this 
program, please contact 
Georgia Koushiafes, LCSW
School Social Worker
812-330-7753 ext. 51319 
gkoushia@mccsc.edu

Kindergarten students Phong Do, Tania 
Subagyo, Harrison Kent, and Yixin Zhao use 
the new trash/recycling system.

Students are immersed in our IB curriculum framework at all 
grade levels and are making important connections across 
subject areas. Student learning is also focused on 
connections to real life experiences, problem solving, and 
initiating meaningful action.  
New teachers attended two days of training in PYP (Primary 
Years Program) theory and methods. Grade level teams 
continue to collaborate and collectively plan units of inquiry.
Our school's response to IB recommendations has been 
submitted and we await feedback for authorization.  Thank 
you to teachers and leaders serving on our IB Leadership 
Committee.  Thank you to the entire faculty and staff for 
demonstrating continued commitment to our IB vision and 
mission. 
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