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 Who We Are Where We Are in Place 
and Time 

How We Express 
Ourselves 

How the World Works How We Organize 
Ourselves 

Sharing the Planet 

P 
August-September 
 
Central Idea: Every day I 
learn more about who I am 
and what I can do. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- importance of friends and 
families 
- how the human body 
works 
- how our five senses help 
us to gather information 
 

 October-November 
 
Central Idea: Signs and 
symbols tell us about 
people, places and things. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- how symbols 

communicate rules and 

expectations 

- how symbols help us to 

travel 

- how signs and symbols 

help us to share ideas  

 

March- mid April 
 
Central Idea: Tools help 
us to discover and learn. 
Lines of Inquiry:  
- defining a tool 
- how tools are used in 
the community 
- how tools help us to 
investigate living things 
 

 Mid April - May 
 
Central Idea: The waste 
we produce and what we 
do with it impacts our 
environment. 
Lines of Inquiry:  
- the importance of 
caring for the earth 
- how people reduce, 
reuse, and recycle 
- the interdependence of 
Earth and its people 
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Mid September – October 
 
Central Idea: Our senses 
help us to explore and 
experience the world. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- how we can use our 
senses to learn about 
ourselves 
- using our senses to 
explore the natural world 
- how life is affected when 
our senses are differently 
abled 
 

November - December 
 
Central Idea: Humans rely 
on others for food 
production. 
Lines of Inquiry:  
- where foods come from 
- how foods are produced 
and distributed 
- seasonal harvests, local 
and global 
 

Mid April - May 
 
Central Idea: Experiences 
and feelings are 
expressed in many ways. 
Lines of Inquiry:  
- various outlets of 
expression  
- what inspires authors 
- what inspires me and 
how I can express it 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January- February 
 
Central Idea: The way 
materials behave and 
interact determines how 
people use them. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- materials used to make 
toys 
 - the design and function 
of toys  
- the choices made by toy 
designers 
 
 
 
 

August – early 
September 
 
Central Idea: Rules 
and procedures impact 
communities. 
Lines of Inquiry:  
- why rules and 
procedures are in place 
- manners and behavior 
in various settings 
- consequences of our 
actions 

March – early April 
 
Central Idea: Humans 
share resources and 
space with animals. 
Lines of Inquiry:  
- needs of various 
animals 
- characteristics of 
animals  
- how humans can 
protect animals 
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August-September 
 

Central Idea: People’s 
choices affect 
communities. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- the importance of rules in 
communities 
- consequences of choices 
- how healthy habits help a 
community 
 

October - mid November 
 

Central Idea: People and 
places change over time. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- maps and their uses  
- how timelines connect us 
to history 
- how people’s lives and 
places change over time 
 
 

Late Nov.-December 
 

Central Idea: Traditions 
may develop from cultural 
customs. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- perspectives on traditions  
- similarities and 
differences of celebrations 
- how beliefs are 
communicated through 
folktales 
 

Mid February-mid 
March 
 

Central Idea: Humans 
interact with the physical 
world. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- observation of the 
physical world 
- how sound and light are 
used 
- the transformation of 
natural resources 

January – early 
February 
 

Central Idea: Groups 
share resources. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- needs and wants 
- the interdependence 
of natural resources  
- systems that create 
goods 

April-May 
 

Central Idea: Living 
things have a 
relationship with their 
environment. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- the connection of living 
and non-living things  
- the needs of plants and 
animals for survival 
- how properties of 
habitats support life 
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October- mid November 
 
Central Idea: The elective 
process is a right, and our 
decisions are influenced by 
beliefs and values. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- foundations and functions 
of governments 
- roles of citizens 
- how leaders are chosen 
 

Mid February-March 
 
Central Idea: Various 
features contribute to 
change within the 
community. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- the change in cities over 
time  
- the information maps 
provide 
- what makes cities unique 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Late November-
December 
 
Central Idea: An 
understanding of matter 
helps people to create. 
Lines of Inquiry: 

- the properties of matter   
- how matter changes 
- reasons we choose the 
materials we use  

January-early February 
 
Central Idea: Weather 
affects the way we live. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- the properties of air 
- how we observe, 
measure, and predict 
weather 
- weather’s impact on 
people around the world 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April-May 
 
Central Idea: 
Economic choices 
impact citizens’ roles. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- the need for goods 
and services 
- roles of producers and 
consumers 
- the function of 
resources : human, 
natural and capital 
 

August-September 
 
Central Idea: The world 
is made up of cycles that 
are interdependent. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- similarities and 
differences in various 
cycles   
- patterns of cycles  
- interdependence in 

nature    
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August-September 
 
Central Idea: People’s 
actions influence the world. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- how our mind, body, and 
feelings define us as 
humans  
- how one human action 
affects/promotes inclusivity 
- how people take risks to 
advocate for social 
justice    
- positive actions to create 

change   

 

 

 

November-December 
 
Central Idea: People 
immigrate in response to 
opportunities and 
challenges. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- the diversity of our 
community 
- factors that affect human 
movement 
-  historical and 
contemporary immigration 
 
 
 
 

January-February 
 
Central Idea: People 
produce and manipulate 
sound to express ideas 
and emotions. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- physics of sound 
- how cultures use sound 
to communicate 
- how humans can 
manipulate sound to 
express emotion 
 

Mid March - April 
 
Central Idea: People use 
science and technology 
to explore the physical 
environment. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- properties of rocks and 
minerals 
- formation and 
classification of rocks 
- uses of rocks 
 

May 
 
Central Idea: 
Economic choices 
affect humanity.. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- how economic 
systems work 
- trade past and 
present 
- how trade is 
connected to natural 
resources 

October  
 
Central Idea: People 
create government 
systems to help 
communities. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- how local services 
impact communities  
- structures of 
government 
- how citizens can take 
part in government  
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Mid August – Mid Sept. 
 
Central Idea: Humans are 
all unique, bringing 
different talents and gifts to 
the world. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- different talents we bring 
to our community 
- finding our passions to 
better society 
- how we contribute to 
society as students 
 

Mid October-November 
 
Central Idea: Mysteries of 
migration can be traced 
through time. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- causes of migration 
- adaptation and survival 
- why and how historians 
study cultures 
 
 
 

December-early Jan. 
 
Central Idea: Human 
creativity engineers 
change. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- how an idea is brought to 
light 
- using creativity and 
scientific method in 
engineering 
- how inventors affect 
society at home and 
around the world 
 
 
 

August-early Oct. 
 
Central Idea: Natural 
systems change 
conditions on earth. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- how geological regions 
are established 
- the causes of geological 
events 
- how systems change 
over time 
 
 
 
 
 

Mid January-February 
 
Central Idea: Humans 
organize and construct 
systems to maintain 
order. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- the establishment of 
communities 
- how structure is 
created 
- the function of 
structures 
 

Mid March-April 
 
Central Idea: Living 
organisms interact with 
Earth’s resources. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- structures and 
functions of life 
- needs of living 
organisms 
- how living organisms 
use the natural 
resources of the planet 
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May   
 
Central Idea: Choices 
affect physical, emotional, 
intellectual and social 
health. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- healthy habits and 
routines  
- living a socially and 
emotionally healthy life  
- goal setting 
 

January-  mid February 
 
Central Idea: Exploration 
and colonization change 
the world. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- how the availability of 
natural resources 
determines success or 
failure 
- motivations of explorers 
and colonists 
- impacts of exploration 
and colonization on 
people, animals, and 
environments 

Mid February - April 
 
Central Idea: Throughout 
time, people have 
expressed differing beliefs, 
values, and ideas which 
have caused change. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- reasons for and against 
revolution 
- impact of voice and 
persuasion 
- outcomes of revolution 
 

November-December 
 
Central Idea: Living 
things adapt to their 
environments. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- how living things use 
natural resources to 
adapt 
- habitats, ecosystems 
and biomes  
- plant and animal 
adaptations 
 
 

Late September – 
early November 
 
Central Idea: 
Government systems 
provide order in our 
daily lives. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- foundations of 
government 
- functions of 
government 
- the ways in which 
government is active in 
our daily lives 

Mid Aug.- Mid Sept. 
 
Central Idea: Individuals 
and groups make a 
difference in the world. 
Lines of Inquiry:  
- motivations for action 
- actions by individuals 
that create change 
- ways in which kids can 
make a difference 
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May 
EXHIBITION 
 
Students will collaboratively 
design and present this us 
culminating unit of inquiry. 
 

August – early October 
 
Central Idea: The 
development of modern 
societies is supported 
through understanding our 
place in relation to past 
civilizations. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- the development of 
cultural centers based on 
geographic advantages    
- cultural achievements 
and how they connect to 
today   
- how accepted standard 
of thinking changes based 
on cultural and social 
norms   

February - March 
 
Central Idea: Adversity 
has brought about 
discovery and cultural 
change. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- how periods of cultural 
renaissance were 
influenced by preceding 
eras  
- the contribution and 
impact of individuals within 
cultural renaissances  
- the impact of 
renaissance cultures on 
present day  
 

Mid October – mid 
November 
 
Central Idea: Models 
provide an understanding 
of intangible systems. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- how readers and 
authors use structure to       
increase creativity 
- how the behaviors and 
laws of the natural world 
can be represented 
through models 
- how we use models to 
represent changes in 
social organization over 
time 

April 

 
Central Idea: 
Humans create 
systems to manage 
resources within a 
global context. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- comparing global 
standards of living & 
GDP   
- ways in which 
different economic 
systems    address 
basic economic 
concepts   
- the effects, both 
beneficial and harmful, 
of governmental 

Late Nov. – mid 
January 
 
Central Idea: 
Community interactions 
affect the sustainability 
of systems. 
Lines of Inquiry: 
- factors that affect the 
organization of the world 
- how relationships 
among individuals work 
to create balance 
- how actions and 
consequences affect the 
sustainability of a  
community 



 

 

economic decisions 

 


