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Description & general info: 
Component helps to aide include the physical and aesthetics of the school as well as the psychological climate and culture.  Physical and aesthetics include the structure of the school as well as surrounding areas.  Psychological climate and culture include the health and physical conditions of the school including the temperature, noise, and lighting.  Specifically at MCCSC we have addressed the following issues:

VISITOR SIGN IN:  Over the past several years’ schools have been required to focus on school security.  National and international events have forced school administrators, teachers and staff to pay closer attention to visitors in their buildings.  MCCSC has tried to funnel all visitors through the main office of the school building.  Signs and decals on the main entry door request visitors to check in at the office.  At the high schools there are security staff manning the sign-in desk at the main entry.  Visitors are required to wear name badges after they sign-in.  During the school day the only door that remains unlocked is the main front entry.  Therefore all parent volunteers, visitors, delivery persons must pass through the front doors.

BUS EMMISSION:  During the 2004-05 school year we began using soy diesel in all of the school buses.  If you have ever followed a diesel truck or bus you are aware of the black cloud that comes out of the exhaust when the vehicle accelerates.  Since soy diesel burns so much cleaner that black cloud is no longer present in our buses.  The noxious odor is also eliminated while “burning the bean” as they say.   In recent years the Transportation Department has enforced a rule at school buildings that buses should not idle for even a short period of time.  This was because the diesel fumes would be pulled into the school by the air handling system.  Since the buses have started using soy diesel those black clouds and noxious fumes are not present.  However, we still want the drivers to refrain from idling at schools.  This is more to save money on fuel costs as opposed to an environmental concern. 

PEST Control:  MCCSC is using Integrated Pest Management (IPM) methods to deal with pest populations.  This is a way to control pest populations with minimal exposure of school occupants to pesticides. 
SMOKE FREE:  MCCSC is a tobacco free environment.  This includes school buildings, vehicles and school property, during school and non-school hours.
Links

· Indiana Department of Education www.doe.state.in.us/cshp/healthyenvironment.html
· Children’s Safety Network: www.childrensafetynetwork.org
· InShape Indiana-Tobacco: www.in.gov/inshape/tobacco
· National Environmental Health Association: www.neha.org
· Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools (OSDFS): www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osdfs/index.html?src=oc
