Monroe County Community School Corporation

Elementary Realignment Task Force

June 14, 2004

The Elementary Realignment Task Force met at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, June 14, 2004, in the Board Room at the Administration Center, 315 E. North Drive, Bloomington. 

Dr. Maloy convened the meeting. He noted that at the first meeting Dr. Robert Toutkoushian shared a Powerpoint presentation regarding enrollment history, enrollment projections and a version of an enrollment-planning model. He introduced John Carter, Director of Planing, to continue this discussion.

Mr. Carter shared several maps, including information about specific existing and proposed housing developments in the city and county as well as maps depicting each elementary school attendance area. He introduced Bob Cowell, Monroe County Planning Director.

Mr. Cowell reviewed information pertaining to county zoning and land development projects – current and potential – as well as census information. He noted that on one map, each of the schools had been identified and one and three-mile radius circles were drawn. Discussion ensued regarding potential growth inside and outside the city area. 

The committee reviewed the optimum capacity of elementary schools. The overall capacity of elementary schools would support current enrollment. However, when looking at specific buildings, some are beginning to push the limit. Committee members looked at possible options that would allow for growth in schools but perhaps set optimum capacity at a higher level for other schools if growth is not likely. The committee’s goal is to flesh out what is known to be happening in the county and in that three-year window in the city. The focus is to accommodate growth for 3-5 years.

Mr. Cowell mentioned that within the MCCSC, the trend had been smaller subdivisions in the county; however, they are starting to see more major subdivisions and those are concentrating around the south/southwest areas. Committee members discussed specific developments, the size (square footage) of classrooms, as well as capacity and enrollment of some schools. The new school is 4-section K-3 and 3-section 4-6. Mr. Carter will get information regarding the names of subdivisions being developed and which schools students from those areas would attend. New boundary planning software will allow him and his staff to draw a circle around a specific school and get information on the number of and other demographic information about children in that area.

Although the charge to this committee is to look at elementary schools, a committee member suggested that they investigate the current split in 8th graders going to different high schools. Another warned that it is very important to keep 6th graders together when they move to middle school. Dilemma: three middle schools feeding into two high schools. 

As the committee begins to meet on a regular basis, community members will be able to obtain up-to-date information about the group’s work via a link on the school system’s web page: web.mccsc.edu. They may also contact Dr. Maloy for a meeting to talk about what is going on insofar as realignment options. Committee members may also expect to receive inquiries, especially from people associated with the school area they represent.

Dr. Maloy reaffirmed his and the intentions of the other ex officio members of the committee to provide information the committee needs. He urged a committee member(s) to volunteer to facilitate committee meetings. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Lindsay Boyd, John Carter, Sheri Curry, Lynn Foy, Dana Green, Chuck Gromer, Beth Hamlin, Laura Hershberger, Susie Jones, John Maloy, Deb McMillian, Mark Mobley, Greg Otter, Dave Rowland, Melinda Seader, Dan Shields, Mike Shipman, Doug Waltz.

Next Meeting: Thursday, July 1 – 6:30 p.m. in Room 105 at the Administration Center.

J.Tupper, Recorder

