Monroe County Community School Corporation

Elementary Realignment Task Force

December 15, 2004

The Elementary Realignment Task Force met at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 15, 2004, in Room 105 at the Administration Center, 315 E. North Drive, Bloomington. Co-facilitators Karin St. John, Scott Smart, Deb McMillian and Danny Shields convened the meeting. 

Review of Public Comment – Members of the task force had for review the text of all e-mail messages received since December 11. Members discussed information received and various suggestions that might be considered as changes to the draft scenario. There were no motions made to change the recommended scenario for elementary boundary changes as revised and advertised after the December 6 meeting. 

Revisit Discussion of Impact of Elementary School Boundary Changes on Middle Schools 

Task Force members reviewed at length the impact of elementary school boundary changes on middle schools. It was agreed that although the ideal situation would be for all 6th graders to go to the same middle school, that is not possible. It was also agreed that even if students are separated at middle school, if they go to the same high school there seems to be a ‘reconnection’ of friendships. The difficult situations are those when only a few 6th graders go to a different middle school or only a few 8th graders go to a different high school. 

Task Force members agreed to suggest that the Board readjust middle school boundaries so that 100% of 6th graders from each elementary school will go to the same middle school with the exception of Lakeview and Binford/Rogers. The geographical attendance areas of those two elementary schools make it impossible to send all 6th graders to the same middle school. A number of options were discussed.

Although this Task Force was not asked to recommend changes in high school boundaries, discussion ensued regarding the difficulties faced by students when there are only a few going from one middle school to a different high school. It was agreed that the co-facilitators would meet to pull together specific numbers that might support a suggestion(s) for the Board’s consideration.

What’s Next – Public Forum and follow-up meeting dates have been set. The schedule includes:

Monday, January 10, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. – Realignment Task Force Meeting (Administration Center)
Tuesday, January 18, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. – Public Forum, Large Group Room at BHS South

Wednesday, January 19, 2005 at 5:00 p.m. – Public Forum, Library at BHS North

Monday, January 24, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. – Realignment Task Force Meeting (Administration Center)

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. – School Board Work Session

Tuesday, February 1, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. – School Board Meeting, Administration Center – 

Task Force recommendations presented for action

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Next Meeting – The next meeting of the Task Force is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Monday, January 10, in Room 105 at the Administration Center.

Present: John Carter, Denny Garl, Dana Green, Beth Hamlin, Susie Jones, Don Kent, Deb McMillian, Lisa Minor, Greg Otter, Dave Rowland, Melinda Seader, Danny Shields, Mike Shipman, Scott Smart, Karin St. John, Doug Waltz, Terri Whiteman, Jim Witmer

