Monroe County Community School Corporation

Elementary Realignment Task Force

December 6, 2004

The Elementary Realignment Task Force met at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, December 6, 2004, in Room 105 at the Administration Center, 315 E. North Drive, Bloomington. 

Co-facilitators Karin St. John, Scott Smart, Deb McMillian and Danny Shields convened the meeting. 

Review of Public Comment 

Members of the task force had for review the text of all e-mail messages (a total of 71) received since November 23. Members discussed at length suggestions received and various options that might be considered as changes on the draft scenario. 

Since 36 of the e-mail messages were forwarded on Friday, December 3, most task force members had a chance to review them and many had taken time to drive to the various areas considered for change. They reported on road conditions, mileage from one point to another, and verified reasons for revising the draft scenario.

Although the Task Force received feedback from other groups, the vast majority fell into four categories. 

1. Feedback from people affected by change 10, which moved students on E. State Hwy. 46 from Binford/Rogers to Unionville (mostly the Woodview Hills area near the county line).  

Some parents were concerned about the safety of Brummett’s Creek Road, which would be the path that a bus would take to get their children to Unionville. Other parents complained about the length of the trip. The safety issue was investigated, not only by discussing this with MCCSC Transportation but also by contacting highway department representatives. Task Force members agreed (and have data to show) that the suggested change does not subject students to additional risks. Furthermore, for the students in Woodview Hills the trip to Unionville is not necessarily farther than the trip to Binford/Rogers. For these reasons, no change is recommended in this part of the scenario.

2. Feedback from people who live in Clear Creek Estates and Eagleview who are affected by change 8, which moves 92 students from Clear Creek to Summit.

The major complaint received from this area was that they are much closer to Clear Creek (about 0.7 miles) than they were to Summit (just over 3 miles).  The task force looked at several alternatives for filling up Summit and reducing overcrowding at Clear Creek, but could not find any alternatives that were as consistent with the group’s principles of realignment as the original change. For example, consideration was given to moving the students living along Rhorer Road (change 16) directly to Summit rather than the Clear Creek, but doing this results in a very “gerrymandered” looking district for Summit. In working with mapping software to find how what enrollments would look like if every student were allowed to go to the school they lived closest to, at Childs this would result in a student population of around 750 and a similar situation would prevail at Clear Creek.  So it is unavoidable that SOMEONE must go to a school other than the one that is closest to their home. The task force believes that moving Clear Creek Estates and Eagleview to Summit together is in the best interest of MCCSC and allows students to go to a new school with many of their peers. Another reason for this decision is that it provides a more long-term solution. 

3. Feedback from people who live in the Arden/Sycamore Knolls area of Childs.

The biggest complaint here was that this change would break up a neighborhood (true) and that some students who currently choose to walk would be forced to ride the bus to Binford/Rogers (also true).  There was some awareness of these issues when this change was recommended, but after listening to feedback and driving the neighborhood, a decision was made to look a little harder for an alternative. The task force is now recommending that the students in the Arden/Sycamore Knolls area stay in Childs. Instead, students in the Steeplechase Apartments as well as students in the new Jackson Mill development would be moved from Childs to Binford/Rogers. Both of these neighborhoods are “landlocked” to Sare Road, meaning that they are not connected by surface roads to any of the other neighbor-hoods in the area (e.g., The Stands and Canada Park). The task force is also proposing that students who live along Rhorer Road east of Sare Road and west of Harrell Road, as well as streets that are landlocked to Rhorer Road (e.g., Deerfield Drive), should move to Binford/Rogers rather than Clear Creek as was originally recommended.

4. Feedback from people along Harrell Road

In the task force’s original scenario, it was proposed that families along Harrell Road be moved from Binford/Rogers to Clear Creek. It was also proposed that families who live along Moffett Lane in Dogwood Estates be moved from Clear Creek to Lakeview. Partly from feedback from affected families and partly from task force members’ discussions, it was decided to drop these two recommended changes: #9 and #15. There are two reasons for this reversal.  First, Clear Creek currently sends all of its students to Batchelor Middle School. If that were to continue, then students affected by change #15 would eventually go to Batchelor, but they would be driving right past Jackson Creek Middle School each day on their way to Batchelor. Considering the middle school implications of the original proposal, this change did not seem logical. Second, the task force was a little uncomfortable with submitting the original proposal because there would be little room for growth at Lakeview. The original decision to move the Dogwood Estates area from Clear Creek to Lakeview, which left very little room to grow at Lakeview, was in part driven by change #15. By simply eliminating changes #9 and #15, students who live east of Jackson Creek Middle School would not be forced to go to Batchelor and will leave Lakeview with more room to grow.

In response, task force members agreed to propose the following changes to the original scenario:

1. Eliminate changes 9, 14, and 15.

2. Create a new change, which takes students landlocked to Sare Road north of Rhorer and south of Rogers, as well as students on Rhorer Road or landlocked to Rhorer Road east of Sare and west of Harrell, and moves them from Childs to Binford/Rogers. This moves 21 students from Childs to Binford/Rogers.

3. Modify original change #3. This change moved 24 students from Highland Park to Summit. Recognizing all the development happening around Summit, it was agreed to propose that these students move from Highland Park to Arlington.

What’s Next – Public Forum and follow-up meeting dates have been set. The schedule includes:


Wednesday, December 15, 2004 at 6:30 p.m. – Realignment Task Force Meeting


Tuesday, January 18, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. – Public Forum, Large Group Room at BHS South


Wednesday, January 19, 2005 at 5:00 p.m. – Public Forum, Library at BHS North


Monday, January 24, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. – Realignment Task Force Meeting (Administration Center)


Tuesday, January 25, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. – School Board Work Session

Tuesday, February 1, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. – School Board Meeting, Administration Center – 

Task Force recommendations presented for action

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. – Agenda: Discuss middle school ramifications.

Next Meeting – The next meeting of the Task Force is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 15, in Room 105 at the Administration Center.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Present: Brenda Bailey-Hughes, Judy Best, Berit Brewer, John Carter, Sheri Curry, Lynn Foy, Denny Garl, Dana Green, Chuck Gromer, Beth Hamlin, Laura Hershberger, Don Kent, Deb McMillian, Lisa Minor, Greg Otter, Dave Rowland, Danny Shields, Mike Shipman, Scott Smart, Karin St. John, Maria Thomas, Doug Waltz, Terri Whiteman, Jim Witmer

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

J. Tupper, Recorder

